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The history curriculum for year 7, 8 and 9 is taught broadly chronologically, with some
thematic studies interspersed so that students develop their conceptual, chronological and
thematic understanding of the past. The first topic starts in the year 800AD and we study
major changes, causes, consequences and developments from this date to modern day.
The topics studied will develop students’ understanding of the world in which we live in,
linking to the British Values and local and world histories. The specific topics chosen will
cover aspects of social, moral, spiritual and cultural education. These topics will also link to
modern day examples e.g. Black Lives Matter and Coronavirus. The curriculum is spiral in
nature due to the historical skills and thematic schemas of knowledge (e.g “power” or
“‘democracy”) which are revisited throughout the topics, building on KS2 and progressing to
KS4. The topics studied will develop students’ historian skills which will form a secure base
for the topics and standards at GCSE level. Although, the skills are a basis for GCSE level
these are assessed using Age Related Expectations which have been researched against
key progression steps needed to be secure for GCSE study in History.

Assessment Opportunities

Each topic will feed into a thematic overarching question explored through the year which
will be used as an end of year assessment to show students’ development of knowledge
and wider schemas across the full academic year. Within each topic students will have a full
summative assessment which is related to skills and knowledge needed to become a good
historian. This summative assessment will include knowledge and skill focused questions,
with feedback using the age-related expectations. Throughout the specific topics, students
will be assessed using a variety of formative assessment techniques including; knowledge
guestions, planning for and undertaking practice questions, questioning and answering,
plenaries and starters. All of these are used to assess student understanding and inform
future planning. The blended learning tasks will support students’ learning in the lesson,
using quizzes, keywords, and knowledge application activities. The aim is to become
secure in the enquiry skills needed to become a “good historian” and be competent to
undertake the level of enquiry presented in GCSE with confidence.



