[bookmark: _Hlk44323218][bookmark: _Hlk44323385]Lesson 9 The Class system
[bookmark: _Hlk44323259]By 1851 society was divided into three clear social classes, as below. 
[bookmark: _Hlk44323225][bookmark: _Hlk44323439]Underneath the structure there are statements about each of the classes. Decide which class each statement belongs to, then in the box write A (Aristocracy), M (Middle class) or W (Working class) in the box.
[image: ]Working Class
(The Poor)
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	M
	They were ambitious and growing in wealth throughout the century.
	A
	Powerful and very wealthy.

	W
	They would mostly be working for others, for example as servants.
	W
	If they owed money they would end up in workhouses or prisons

	W
	No-one in this class was educated so children often went to work.
	A
	Often owned a house in the country and one in the city.

	M
	They worked for a living in non-manual jobs such as lawyers and bankers.
	M
	The boys went to grammar school and the girls stayed at home.

	W
	They did not have the right to vote in the election until 1867
	A
	Did not work for their money as it was always inherited.

	A
	This group made up most of the members of parliament
	W
	Leisure activities included reading the newspaper or playing football.

	W
	Working conditions were terrible and often resulted in illness and death.
	M
	Many were ‘self-made men’ who created their money through hard work.

	A
	Had a busy social life, such as going to theatres, dances, and parties.
	A
	The boys went to paid private schools such as Eton. Some girls went to school.



2. The man who ‘rescues’ Oliver, Mr Brownlow, and turns out to be more than just a kind hearted old gentlemen, is from the middle classes.  Read the extract below and find evidence to support this. 
CONCERNING THE PLEASANT OLD GENTLEMAN, AND HIS HOPEFUL PUPILS (Chapter 12) 
For many days Oliver remained insensible to the goodness of his new friends. But all that careful nursing could do was done, and he slowly and surely recovered. Mr. Brownlow, a kind-hearted old bachelor, took the greatest interest in his protégé, and Oliver implored him not to turn him out of doors to wander in the streets. 
"My dear child," said the old gentleman, moved by the warmth of Oliver's appeal, "you need not be afraid of my deserting you. I have been deceived before in people I have endeavoured to benefit, but I feel strongly disposed to trust you, nevertheless; and I am more interested in your behalf than I can well account for. Let me hear your story; speak the truth to me, and you shall not be friendless while I am alive." 
A certain unmistakable likeness in Oliver to a lady's portrait that was on the wall of the room struck Mr. Brownlow. What connection could there be between the original of the portrait, and this poor child? 
But before Mr. Brownlow had heard Oliver's story he had lost the boy. For Fagin, horribly uneasy lest Oliver should be the means of betraying his late companions, resolved to get him back as quickly as possible. To accomplish his evil purpose, Nancy, a young woman who belonged to Fagin's gang, and who had seen Oliver, was prevailed upon to undertake the commission. 
Now, the very evening before Oliver was to tell his story to Mr. Brownlow, the boy, anxious to prove his honesty, had set out with some books on an errand to the bookseller at Clerkenwell Green. 
"You are to say," said Mr. Brownlow, "that you have brought these books back, and that you have come to pay the four pound ten I owe him. This is a five-pound note, so you will have to bring me back ten shillings change." 
"I won't be ten minutes, sir," replied Oliver eagerly. 

Evidence:
1. “I have been deceived … endeavoured to benefit”
2. ‘a kind-hearted old bachelor … in his protégé’
3. ‘some books on an errand to the bookseller at Clerkenwell Green’
4. “speak the truth to me … while I am alive”
5. ‘A lady’s portrait that was on the wall of the room’

3. At the other end of the spectrum were the working classes – many of who fell into the criminal classes.
William "Bill" Sikes is a malicious criminal in Fagin's gang, and a vicious robber and murderer. Throughout much of the novel Sikes is shadowed by his “bull-terrier” dog Bull's-eye.
[image: See This – Oliver Twist (1948, dir: David Lean)][image: ]
Write one/two detailed paragraphs describing Bill Sikes, using the information above.  Try to use a range of adjectives as well as metaphors, simile, personification and alliteration.
Bill Sikes is, simply put, the lowest of the low in the Victorian society. At first glance, he may appear to be a regular, somewhat dishevelled man, but underneath he is much more horrid than that. 
In terms of his appearance, he is a fairly typical looking, working class, middle-aged man. Aside from appearing slightly frightening or odd, he isn’t very remarkable on the surface. However, even the shortest encounter with him reveals that he is truly a cruel, brutal, and barbaric man. His character is about as horrible as they come- he is as vile and vicious as a rabid dog to anyone and anything he comes across. He seems to lack any sort of conscience or sense of morality, and can overall be considered the embodiment of evil.















Now, design a costume for one of the characters from the novel Oliver Twist.

Name of character: Mr Brownlow
Male or Female: Male
Age: Middle-aged
On the body template, draw and label the key elements of the costume. Remember to make sure the costume reveals something about their class and situation. Add additional notes under the following headings:
[image: ]
[image: ]
Hair: Balding on top but with sideburns
[image: ]
Shoes: Leather shoes with pointed toes

Props: Cane, hat, pocket watch















Lesson 10 A Miserable End
At the end of the novel, Bill Sikes who has kidnapped Oliver and runs away from the crowd and the police, is chased to the top of a house. Read the small extract and answer the questions below.
The nearest voices took up the cry, and hundreds echoed it. Some called for ladders, some for sledge-hammers; some ran with torches to and fro as if to seek them, and still came back and roared again; some spent their breath in impotent curses and execrations; some pressed forward with the ecstasy of madmen, and thus impeded the progress of those below; some among the boldest attempted to climb up by the water-spout and crevices in the wall; and all waved to and fro, in the darkness beneath, like a field of corn moved by an angry wind: and joined from time to time in one loud furious roar.
At the very moment when the crowd was forcing its way into the house, Sikes made a running noose to slip beneath his arm-pits, and so lower himself to a ditch beneath. He was out on the roof, and then, when the loop was over his head, the face of the murdered girl seemed to stare at him. 
"The eyes again!" he cried, in an unearthly screech, and threw up his arms in horror. 
Staggering, as if struck by lightning, he lost his balance and tumbled over the parapet. The noose was on his neck. It ran up with his weight, tight as a bowstring. He fell for five-and-thirty feet, and then, after a sudden jerk, and a terrible convulsion of the limbs, swung lifeless against the wall.
Why did the crowd behave like madmen?
The crowd behaves like madmen trying to chase after Bill Sikes. 
What does the crowd do?
The crowd tries to force its way into the house that Sikes was trying to escape in. 
3. How do we know Sikes is afraid?
Sikes is shown to be afraid through him imaging a murdered girl staring at him and him throwing his arms up in horror.
4. How does he die?
Sikes dies through getting hung after falling thirty five feet down a ditch.

2. Look at these newspaper headlines below:

Dead Body Found in Cemetery!

One-Armed Man Applauds the Kindness of Strangers
What are the key conventions of newspaper headlines?
1. Attention grabbing
2. To the point
3.Factual
4. Matches the tone of the article

Can you make up a newspaper headline for the death of Bill Sikes at the end of the novel?

Angry public chases down wanted murderer
Now, choose one of the following writing tasks…
Write the headline and first two paragraphs minimum of the newspaper article reporting Bill’s death.  OR
Use the storyboard frame below to draw the events as if you were planning to film the scene.
Angry public chases down wanted murderer


Mr. William Sikes, a man wanted for many robberies as well as the recent murder of a certain East End prostitute, was chased down and killed last night. He was chased down by a large angry mob of people shortly after being outed by one of his own gang members, Charley Bates, who’d turned against him. Mr Sikes has been known to the police for a long time now and has been suspected of carrying out numerous burglaries and for leading a group of pickpockets. 
The murder in question is of an East End prostitute now known as Nancy. It is believed that Sikes killed Miss Nancy after discovering that she had supposedly reported Sikes’s criminal activities to figures of authority. This supposedly led to the aforementioned night of the chase. Allegedly, Charley Bates attacked Mr Sikes and called for others to help him. An angry mob arrived shortly after, and, trying to escape the mob, Mr Sikes climbed onto a nearby roof with a rope. However, he then lost his balance and, with the rope catching around his neck, falls and gets hung to death.
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